
 Norris Dam State Park 
Newsletter April 2007  

 
Great SPRING 2007 to all our past guests! The staff 
here at Norris Dam State Park, has been working very 
hard this winter making improvements all over the 
place. Never as much as we wish could be 
accomplished, but there is just so many hours in a day 
and weather has been a major influence in our job 
selections. 
 
Check out this website: 
http://usparks.about.com/od/stateparksus/a/Tnspring
parks.htm 
About.com has identified Meeman Shelby Forest, 
Frozen Head and Norris Dam State Parks as 
“Best Tennessee State Parks to visit in the Spring” as 
part of their 50 state survey of “Best State Parks to 
Visit in the Spring.” We have known this all along! We 
appreciate being recognized and expect higher 
visitation numbers in response. The wildflower walks 
will be crowded with enthusiasts. 
 
We received funding for new roofs to be installed on 
the 10 AAA cabins. The contractor was supposed to be 
on site January 2, 2007….well, we have yet to see him 
or any materials. As of March 15, he “should be here 
any day.” Optimism being the word here, new metal 
roofs will be in place prior to Memorial Day weekend. 
 
How everyone loved our mattresses in the cabins! 
Believe it or not, those were only 6 years old. Never 
less, every mattress/box spring set has been replaced. 
 
One of the most frequent complaints has been 
regarding the sleeper sofas in the AA cabins. 
Statewide, parks have never been able to obtain a 
commercial grade sleeper sofa that lives up to any 
repeated use.  They are just not designed for the 
demands of everyday use. We have replaced all of 
ours with a commercial sofa or loveseat (depending 
upon the size of each cabin). This has reduced the 
occupancy of the cabins to a maximum of the rustic 
cabins to 4 and changing some the cabins to only 2. 
“AA” cabins have two beds and a maximum occupancy 
of 4, for cabins 3, 4, 5, 7, 12, 13, 15 and 18. All the 
rest are 2 person “A” cabins. Only half the rustic 
cabins will be open in 2008 as extensive repairs will be 
made.  

At the Lenoir Museum, Sue has completed a massive 
2-year undertaking of inventorying the contents of the 
Museum. Over 3,500 items entered into a database, 
with over 4,500 photos of the items. More interpretive 
panels have been installed and Sunday music is still 
going strong. 
 
We have some unfortunate news at the Grist Mill. Last 
year, the water wheel just seemed to say “enough” 
and started to fall apart at the seams. We had three 
funding options in the works to make the estimated 
$30,000 repairs, all of which didn’t come to pass. Due 
to safety concerns, the wheel will not turn this 
summer. Shirley is back to operate the gift shop and 
open the Threshing barn. We have identified this as 
our #1 maintenance issue and will be requesting 
funding once again to have these repairs made. 
 
A $80,000 foot/hiking/biking trails grant received to 
construct an additional trail connecting the dam to 
almost Sequoyah Marina has been delayed for a 
“diesel fumes study”. We will leave that one there. 
 
In the office, Wendy is sporting a new ring. Mrs. Cole 
and Joyce are gearing up for some changes this year. 
More on that in a minute. Megan and Ryan will be 
returning in the office also. 
 
For those of you that use the pool, you will recognize 
Tegan and Lindsey returning for their 5th year as 
lifeguards. We are thrilled to have these two seasoned 
guards back to head up the force to keep our pool 
safe. Day care centers are calling and setting up days 
and times to visit. A very busy pool season is 
expected. Some new games have also been added in 
the Recreation Hall. The pool will be open from 
Memorial Day weekend to August 10th. 
 
Ranger Lucinda Hamby has been promoted to Ranger 
2 status following her 2-year probation She celebrated 
by taking an 8 week national registry Emergency 
Medical Technician class. She is just looking for 
patients to practice with those needles. 
 
Ranger Allison has been attending numerous training 
sessions, one we are looking to hear from, a SWAT 
team class in April. This class will be based on 
enhanced team building and procedures not weapon 
superiority. 
 
 

Ranger Mike had to turn in his reign as Ranger of the 
Year, but still is busy with the upcoming special 
events. Mike, Allison and Lucinda were instrumental in 
the development and updating of the parks vision and 
mission statements. 
 
The rest of the maintenance and housekeeping crews 
are still here and eager to make your visit a 
satisfactory one. 
 
Landscaping projects are in progress. Some additional 
work on the park office front gardens and some plant 
materials have been added at the Tea Room and front 
entrance. 
 
Lake Cumberland, in Kentucky, will be at a “drawn 
down level” for the next 7 years for repairs to a dam. 
While it is not known the effect it will have on tourism, 
we are expecting a higher visitation over the next few 
years as folks look for more water for recreation. Our 
lake is clean and we have plenty to go around! Our 
local tourism agencies are playing this in full speed. 
 
The ATV users are increasing in the area also. While 
no riding is allowed on the park property, hundreds of 
miles of trails are just minutes away. Permits are 
required. 
 
Two changes are new that we are excited about and 
believe will generate quite the buzz with our repeat 
visitors. These are effective immediately so get those 
calendars out. First, we have expanded the 
reservation opportunity to TWO years to the day. This 
opens up all of 2008 NOW. To think we are accepting 
reservations into 2009 is amazing. 
 
Second, some changes have been made in our fiscal 
procedures. We are now accepting credit card deposits 
over the phone. Charges are made that day on the 
card, not just the verification or “authorization”. 
Refunds will be made to the card account only, not in 
cash. All of the usual card rules I’m sure your familiar 
with are still effective. When calling, don’t hesitate to 
ask questions as we are all learning this new process 
also. Mailing in deposits is still fine within 2 weeks of 
date of reservation. 
 
Trees are budding, the daffodils are everywhere and 
Season 2007 is here. Come share it with us! 
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Friends Of Norris Dam State Park 
 
 
 
The Friends of Norris Dam State Park, Inc. is a 
group of interested citizens dedicated to 
supporting the Norris Dam State Park. 
 
Some of our Goals are: 
 
• To educate the public about the unique 

qualities of the Park. 
• To encourage the development of the Park 

to meet recreational needs of the Park 
visitors and area residents. 

• To work with the Park to develop and 
implement plans to protect and preserve the 
unique wilderness and recreational resources 
that the park represents, including the 
acquisition of property. 

 
A new law passed by the Tennessee General 
Assemble allows state parks to contract with and 
receive financial assistance from a friends group 
organized according to the law. Now, private 
citizens can be involved and support the park 
through volunteer work and financial donations 
 
Since the Friends group inception in 1993, over 
$50,000 in donations has been provided to the 
park for their use. These include a new pontoon 
boat, computer equipment, maintenance 
equipment, wildlife supplies, educational and 
recreation materials, rescue gear and an AED for 
medical emergencies. 
 
If you are interested in joining this group in 
supporting Norris Dam State Park, please contact 
them at: 

Friends Of Norris Dam State Park 
P.O. Box 484 

Norris, TN 37828-0484 
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